
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Senate Committee Interim Report on Regional Capitals 
“Future role and contribution of regional capitals to Australia” (May 2016) 

B a c k g r o u n d   

The Board of Regional Capitals Australia (RCA) welcomes the interim report of the Senate Rural and Regional 
Affairs and Transport Committee inquiry into the “Future role and contribution of regional capitals to Australia”  

The inquiry was designed after a concerted advocacy program by RCA highlighted the need to better understand 
the role and importance of regional capitals, specifically their importance to the national economy and also to 
further understand the impacts of key challenges these cities face. 

T h e  R e p o r t   

The Interim report released by the Senate Committee provides a timely acknowledgement that regional capitals 
are “crucial to developing and maintaining strong regions across Australia” (page 22). 

RCA congratulates all Senators involved in the Inquiry for the work they undertook to understand the 
opportunities and challenges facing our communities, and for their significant knowledge and clear affection for 
regional Australia.  RCA also acknowledges the 85 individuals and organisations who contributed a submission and 
the additional people who gave evidence at hearings, for engaging so deeply in the issues of vital importance to us 
all. 

RCA appreciated the recognition by the Committee that an interim report was necessary “(g)iven the significant 
evidence provided to the committee thus far, the committee has decided to present an interim report prior to the 
anticipated double dissolution of Parliament.  The weight of evidence provided to the Committee and the 
important issues that have been raised require more time to adequately address.” (page 3) 

It is clear from the report that the evidence provided by witnesses at hearings and the content of submissions 
received reinforce the importance of regional capitals in ensuring the prosperity of rural and regional Australia. 

It is also clear from the report that there is further work to be done.  The Interim Report represents a solid start.  
It is vital that newly elected Senators pick up the work and complete an inquiry that will support positive, 
proactive policy to support prosperous regional economies and healthy regional communities.  

S u m m a r y  

The Interim Report draws important conclusions that require further consideration to allow for recommendations 
to be developed: 

• Regional capital cities are crucial to developing and maintaining strong regions across Australia 
• Regional capital cities are important service hubs that provide access to health, education, employment, social 

and community infrastructure  
• Many regional capital cities are growing faster than the national average. 

Though there are some significant challenges that require further consideration 

• There is a lack of a national policy context for Australia’s regional capital cities 
• Regional capitals are struggling with infrastructure needs that are compounded by inflexible government grant 

funding. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

• Regional capitals face challenges in attracting investment, lower levels of educational attainment and higher 
unemployment  

The Committee identified four key areas that will require future investigation: 

1. Exploring the definition of regional capitals 
2. A snapshot of regional capitals across Australia, and current trends, challenges and opportunities 
3. Funding arrangements for regional capitals at the federal level 
4. Preliminary consideration of solutions available to the federal government to promote growth of regional 

capitals. 

The discussion of the characteristics and development of regional capitals, their strategic importance, the trends 
impacting on them and the challenges they are facing capture a story that is well known to members of RCA. 

N e x t  S t e p s  

1. RCA encourages the major parties to commit to strategic policy approaches, with increased investment to 
support the development and sustainability of Australia’s regional capitals and the communities.  

2. RCA will engage with all political parties in the new Parliament to highlight the need for further work to 
maximise the role and contribution of Australia’s regional capitals in Australia’s future. 

3.  RCA will work with Senators to seek their support for a fresh investigation on the future role and 
contribution of regional capitals to Australia’s future prosperity.  

 

  


